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Paul See

I started my career in 1991 as a direct care worker in a group home. This job resulted by accident from a motorcycle injury I received limiting my mobility for life. I was on crutches so my job choices were limited. I still use crutches today as pain to my right foot becomes unbearable. My own struggle with mobility and access to adequate medical care has helped me to connect and understand the needs and barriers my clients face.  

The people I served in the group home were former residents of the Idaho State Institution. Most were not verbal and required 1:1 care to complete tasks. I asked what I thought was an obvious question. Why weren’t these adults more involved in real life activities? The day programs my clients attended said they were involved in community work experience but that was not true to my standard. 
I helped an individual who liked to arrange dining room chairs secure a volunteer job at the local university arranging chairs for catering events. Another person loved to iron her clothes. A local rental company ironed sheets and I convinced the owner to pay this individual piece rate to iron a few days per week. In four years I became a seasoned job developer and job coach. I placed over 38 of the 48 residents in volunteer and paid jobs and was training and supervising 12 job sites and six-eight job coaches. 
I married and found employment in Portland working as a youth employment specialist for Integration and Independence (I&I). I finished my B.S. degree in business and worked on completing the requirements to earn a certification as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor. I planned to use this certification to become an independent contractor for the state VRD programs. My speciality was helping those who had barriers that were so great no employment goal seemed possible. My understanding of the needs of business, and the creativity to see where a clients skill fits into that need, has been my reason for success. 
In 1997 I started a corporation called Rehabilitation Consultants, LLC. This corporation allowed me to secure contracts as a VRD vendor and work with clients to help them find employment. I also started a non-profit parent group called Washington County Families for Independent Living (WCFFIL). This group was developed from parents of clients I was serving who were concerned about how their children could live independently. I helped this group organize and setup the non-profit corporation status. This group is still in existence today and have their first apartment project in the works. They have received over $1 million in donations since 1997. 
I have a keen interest in the process of business, financial management and the needs of businesses. I returned to school in 2001 and earned an MBA degree. My long term goal is to help people find that opportunity in employment that will change their life for the better. This degree in rehabilitation counseling will add that education component I need to better understand the needs of my clients and help them implement successful solutions. I plan to increase my knowledge further by earning the community counseling specialization. The next step for me is to provide more 1:1 personal and professional counseling to people who want to see additional success in their life. My life career is to change peoples lives through employment.  
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